
 

We believe that outdoor learning is an essential way of learning and it should not be restricted to the 

summer or as an ‘add-on’ after core or foundation subject have been taught. At Nutfield Church Primary 

school we are blessed with an abundance of land and we want our children to have frequent access to 

continuous and progressive experiences in the school grounds. These experiences are utilised as a tool for 

teaching, learning and delivering the curriculum across all subject areas. Outdoor learning is powerful 

learning tool that is proven to raise attainment, bolster social, emotional and personal development and 

contributes to the health and wellbeing of our children. Having access to the outside also promotes the 

theological belief of stewardship. At Nutfield Church School children live out the Christian belief that God 

created the universe and all that is within it therefore that they must take of creation and look after it. 

 
We fully embrace the vision stated in the Church of England’s Vision for Education ‘Deeply Christian 

Serving the Common Good’ published in July 2016 of educating the whole person. We aim for our chil-

dren and members of the wider school community to flourish in all they do and ‘live life in all its full-

ness’. (John 10:10)  

Outdoor Learning Newsletter 

Spring 2022 

Chickens :Year 1  

Happy Birthday Pecky, Dotty, Cleo and Rosie! It is amazing to think that our chickens are now almost a 

year old. Last Easter we hatched the chickens from eggs and kept four of the girls to live with us.  Now, 

almost a year on, the chickens are thriving, thanks to the careful care of our Year 1 and Year 5 children 

as well as our wonderful volunteer programme. 

As part of the Wellbeing + Curriculum it is the responsibility of children in Year 1 to look after the wel-

fare of the chickens each morning. Their duties primarily involve refreshing their water and food as well 

as collecting their eggs. This term in Wellbeing lessons, the children have been thinking about a chick-

en’s diet . Did you know that our chickens love fruit and vegetables such as vegetable peels, bananas, 

cauliflower, carrots, and broccoli? They are not allowed though any raw green peels (such as green po-

tato peel) and any citric fruits such as oranges and lemons. Children have spent time researching differ-

ent treats they could make for the chickens and also thinking about the different ways they could pre-

sent the treats to keep the flock mentally and physically stimulated as 

well as entertained at the same time. The children came up with some 

marvellous designs, such as garlands of foods to hang around the coop, 

treat balls filled with meal worms and sunflower seeds and ice cubes 

which hold grapes inside. Later on in the term the children will spend 

time making their treats, which the chickens will enjoy.  



Chickens: Year 5  

Year 5 are also the principle carers for the chickens. Year 5 tend the chickens in the afternoon and it is their job 

to ensure the coop is hygienic at all times. Before tending to the chickens the children know that must have 

their wellies on, wash their hands and wear rubber gloves. Once all this is done, they can set to work poo-

picking the coop, refreshing the bedding, disinfecting the chicken perch and refilling the chicken’s sand bath. 

Once all that is done, there is always time for a cuddle as our chickens are incredibly sociable and curious and 

love visitors! The children in Year 5 also run the ‘Nutfield Church Market Stall’ which is located in the play-

ground on Monday and Thursday afternoons. The children ensure the eggs are correctly date stamped before 

they are offered to the community for a voluntary donation. 

In Wellbeing lessons this term, children have been learning about animal welfare in food production, using 

‘Compassionate Class’ class resources from the RSPCA. These resources, which are accredited by the PSHE As-

sociation, take an interactive, discussion-based approach to develop emotional literacy and consider the wel-

fare needs of animals, thus also supporting the  delivery of spiritual, moral, social and cultural education 

(SMSC) for 7 - 11 year olds. In groups, children imagined that they were holding a competition to find the best 

farmer in the country. Using the information on the RSPCA 

website they had to come up with criteria and work out how 

they would judge the winner.  In order to do this they needed 

to: 

consider issues around animal welfare in food production 

explore compassion towards animals farmed for food 

recognise conditions that meet the animals' needs 

Children learnt that farm animals have emotions and feelings, 

and to keep them happy and healthy their needs must be met. 

Animals must have plenty of space, enough light, a comfortable rest area, things to stop them getting bored 

and shelter from the weather. 

We would love to welcome a visit from a local farmer to talk to the children about animal welfare on their 

farm. If you know of anyone who would be willing to come and talk to the children, please contact the school 

office at   info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk 



RHS Gardening Award 

A huge congratulations to Mrs Matthews, Eco Team and Year 2 who have worked collectively to achieve 

the RHS Level 1 and Level 2 School’s Gardening Award. In order to achieve level 1 we had to show that: 

 We understand the benefits of gardening to children and young people. 

 A person has been chosen to lead the gardening project/activity. 

 An area has been identified for a gardening project/activity. 

 We have planned the area and are looking at resources we might need. 

 We understand hazards in the garden. 

For Level 2 we had to show that: 

 We have started to grow some plants. 

 We are asking our students what they want to grow. 

 We can use basic gardening terms. 

 We can use hand tools safely. 

 We have the skills to prepare the soil, sow, plant and water . 

This is only the beginning – there are 5 levels in total which we are very excited about working towards.  

Trinity Gardens: Year 2 

As winter had started to bite this term, you may think there wouldn’t be much going on in Trinity Gardens. How-

ever, our children in Year 2 have been as ‘green fingered’ as ever, preparing for the spring. Although most pests 

are inactive in cold spells, Year 2 have still been out checking for snails in sheltered places such as empty pots. 

Year 2 continued to weed the plots, pulling out any annual weeds and digging out perennial ones that were re-

vealed. Our new greenhouse has been in constant use. This term the children have planted: sweetcorn, courgette, 

lettuce, beetroot, spinach, cauliflower and carrots.  In May, once the seedlings are hardened off, they will be 

transferred to the beds in Trinity Gardens and the Kitchen Gardens. Children have also been hard at work design-

ing spring hanging baskets, which can be seen up around the school.  

As part of their Wellbeing lessons children have been researching food they could grow to feed Peter Rabbit and 

the guinea pigs, when they arrive in the summer term. Children subsequently made information posters showing 

what these animals liked to eat, and as a result of their research, they have started growing carrots and lettuce in 

the greenhouse.  



Year 3: The Wildlife Area 

This half term Year 3 continued their research into British gardens birds. They particularly focused on how to 

attract different varieties of birds into our school grounds. They discovered that many birds like to eat their 

food high up and away from the ground so they can be safe and away from predators. They also found out that 

birds like to eat more during the winter months to fatten themselves up and to protect themselves from the 

cold. As a result of their research and thanks to the generosity of Redhill and Reigate Rotary club, two new bird 

feeding stations have been bought and now sit in the wildlife area. In addition to this the Rotary have also 

bought the school a number of opaque bird feeders which have been placed on classroom windows around the 

school.  

 

As part of the Wellbeing + curriculum Year 3 have continued to document the birds visiting the school grounds. 

Every Monday a small group accompanied by Mrs Brooks visit the wildlife area and bird hide. The children re-

plenish the food on the feeding stations around the school. The children sit quietly in the bird hide and observe 

the bird activity, keeping a tally of which birds are visiting the school grounds. There has been a increase in the 

variety of birds now visiting the wildlife area, as well as the usual crows, magpies, pigeons and seagulls, increas-

ingly more blackbirds, blue tits, sparrows, robins, wagtails, wrens and starlings have been seen. Early one 

morning two birds of prey, which we believe to be buzzards, were also seen on the school field. 

 

As part of their maths learning before Christmas the children also created bar graphs to show the number of 

birds that visited the school ground during the latter half of the autumn term.  

 

Year 3 also took part in the RSPB ‘Big Garden Birdwatch’ this term. The ’Big Garden Bird Watch’ helps the RSPB 

monitor how garden birds are faring. Shockingly, we’ve lost 38 million birds from UK skies in the last 50 years, 

so it really is vital we do all we can to look after our birdlife and taking part in this wildlife survey is just one way 

we can help. By providing a snapshot of the UK’s bird population each winter helps experts monitor and deter-

mine how the birds are faring across the country. 

Here are our results: Woodpigeon: 6, Blackbird: 5. Seagull: 1, Magpie: 4, Robin: 1, Blue Tit: 5. 

Can you spot the robin ? 



Year 3 Hedgehogs 

Year 3 have also started to research about hedgehogs in preparation for building hedgehog homes and creating 

hedgehog highways. Considered a gardener’s best friend, hedgehogs will happily hoover up slugs roaming in 

vegetable beds. Famously covered in spines, hedgehogs like to eat all sorts of bugs, but especially slugs and 

crunchy beetles. They are most active at night and hibernate through winter. Hedgehogs hibernate over winter 

from around November to April, usually choosing to nest in piles of leaves or logs. 

 

Sadly hedgehogs are disappearing faster than tigers! Numbers have fallen by nearly a third since 2002. In 1950 

the UK population was roughly 30 million, but fewer than one million hedgehogs are now thought to be left. The 

decline of hedgehogs can be blamed on the loss of hedgerows, the over-management of parks and gardens, loss 

of green space to paving/decking and the use of chemical pesticides, leading to fewer insects for hedgehogs to 

eat. The children in Year 3 hope that their efforts will go towards supporting the protection of these mammals.  

 

Year 4  - Bug Hotel 

The Bug Hotel is currently under construction! It has been 

given a fresh coat of paint in order to camouflage it into the 

background of the wildlife area. In Wellbeing + lessons chil-

dren have been busy measuring out felting for each layer. 

The plan will also be to move the location of the Bug Hotel 

so that it now sits  in a boggy area of the wildlife area, in 

order to attract frogs and toads.  

Thank you to the PTFA who have provided Year 4 with all 

the scientific equipment they will need in order to monitor 

the activity in the Bug Hotel. This includes: A magnifying pot 

set, bug viewers, bug tongs and white sampling trays for 

Year 4. 

In Wellbeing + lessons the children have been documenting 

the progress of the Bug Hotel in a diary entry. The children 

are working towards writing an article which we would like 

to publish in the Link.  



Peter Rabbit 

In the spring term of 2021, children in Reception adopted Peter Rabbit. 

Peter lives outside in a cosy hutch with his own walk-in run. He is visited 

at least twice a day the Reception children, who ensure that he is fed, 

watered, cleaned and played with. The Ark children 

also pay him a visit after school. On a Wednesday 

Year 6 and Reception children work together to 

clean out Peter’s hutch. 

Peter Rabbit on Tour 

It is wonderful that Peter Rabbit has been part of our school community for almost a year now. It feels like 

he has always been with us. Reception faithfully look after Peter during the week, ensuring that he is fed and 

watered and that he also has plenty of straw, hay and treats such as lettuce and carrots. In the evening chil-

dren who attend the Ark have been putting him to bed. This includes placing a heat pad specially designed 

for small animals in his sleeping compartment. Thank you to all those children who have brought in treats for 

Peter Rabbit -he has really enjoyed them!  

Peter has had a busy term visiting each class. He now has his own ‘pop-up’ run which can easily be transport-

ed between the classes. He has enjoyed lots of cuddles from the children and taking part in their learning.  

He even helped the children in Year 1 with their learning when he played the part of the ‘rabbit’ in the book 

‘Where’s my hat?’ The children had to ask him lots of questions as to the whereabouts of bear’s hat. Peter 

has also listened to lots of child read! 



 

Year 6: Guinea Pigs 

Thanks once again to the generosity of the PTFA, the school has been able to purchase a guinea pig hutch and 

outdoor run in anticipation of the arrival of the guinea pigs. In preparation for their arrival children have re-

searched into different breeds; life expectancy; what they need to survive; what they eat and whether they would 

make a good school pet. Here are some examples of their work: 

Nutfield Church Market Stall 

On Mondays and Thursdays at 3.15 pm there will 

be a market stall with freshly laid eggs from our 

chickens. The chickens lay four eggs a day our col-

lected every morning by the children in Year 1. 

Children in Year 5 date stamp the eggs and prepare 

the market stall. There is an honesty box for dona-

tions. All money raised will go towards the upkeep 

of the chickens. 



Volunteering and Fundraising 

Volunteers – we need you! 

As you know, we are actively developing our Wellbeing curriculum as we focus on providing an outstanding 

Quality of Education for all children and the animals are a bold step towards that. The success of our outdoor 

learning curriculum is very much dependent on the generosity of our parents. We already have a thriving volun-

teer programme who help care for the chickens and Peter rabbit at weekends and during the holidays. We are 

always looking for new volunteers, so if you think this is something you would like to be involved in, please con-

tact the school office: info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk 

Donations 

If you are unable to come into school at weekends or during the holidays there are other ways you can help. We 

have set up a tab on Sco-Pay and are asking parents and carers to donate £3 a month to help feed and care for 

our animals.  Alternatively, attached to this newsletter is a list of essential items we need to care for our animals,  

just purchasing one of these items would help us to secure the future of  our outdoor learning curriculum. These 

items are usually sourced from Pets at Home. Thank you so much in advance.   

 

 Thank you Mr Abela 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the won-

derful Mr Abela for his amazing contribution to maintain-

ing and improving our outdoor space. Mr Abela has been 

coming into school regularly on a Wednesday. In this time 

he has rebuilt the raised beds in Trinity Gardens and re-

plenished the soil, so they will be ready for planting in the 

spring. He has cleared the nettles and dead trees in the 

wildlife area giving us much more useable space. He has 

also created a new garden bed in the school car park with 

a fence made from branches of the willow trees he cut 

back in the wildlife area. Mr Abela also built our green-

house which currently stands in the Year 2 courtyard. 

Thank you so much Mr Abela, we are so grateful! 



Thank you Redhill and Reigate Rotary Club 

Redhill and Reigate Rotary have generously contributed many items to help us realise our ambitions for our Well-

being Curriculum. Thanks to Redhill and Reigate Rotary club, Year 2 now have a much needed greenhouse to allow 

them to propagate seedlings before planting them in the outside beds in Trinity Gardens. They have given us two 

bird feeders and five window feeders which allows us to encourage a wider variety of wildlife into the school 

grounds. They have also donated a Hedgehog home which will help us encourage hedgehogs into the wildlife area. 

Thank you to the PTFA 

We would like to thank the PTFA for their on-

going support of the  Wellbeing curriculum 

and the outdoor learning opportunities we 

are able to provide our children with. Thanks 

to the generosity of the PTFA, we have been 

able to purchase the following items:  

 A heated propagator for Year 2. 

  A set of 12 binoculars and window bird 

feeders for Year 3. 

  A magnifying pot set, bug viewers, bug 

tongs and white sampling trays for Year 

4. 

 A Guinea pig house and  walk in run for 

Year 6.  

Thank you to all the families who have brought in 

straw, hay and treats for Peter Rabbit over the last 

term. He has really enjoyed munching on them! If 

you would like to contribute any food or bedding 

for the animals, there is a 

‘wishlist’ at the end of the 

newsleter.  Many Thanks in 

advance for your support. 



Chicken and Rabbit Shopping List 

 

 

 

Adult rabbit pellets 
Wood shavings 

Meadow hay 

Disinfectant spray 
Gnawing toys Layers Pellets 

Verm-X Poultry Zest Mite and lice powder 

Mixed grit 
Mixed corn 


