NUTFIELD CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL
EYFS INTENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT

Intent

We want our children to be happy and safe. At Nutfield Church School, children thrive in an
environment of security, respect and kindness.

Curriculum

At Nutfield Church Primary School we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. This is
made up of four overriding principles which our early year’s education is based upon:

e Unique Child — Every child is unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.

o Positive Relationships — Children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships.

e Enabling Environments — Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which
their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership
between practitioners and parents and carers.

e Learning and Development — Children develop and learn in different ways.

Our children enjoy a wide range of subjects which are presented clearly and sequential allowing
them to remember what they have been taught. Children have the opportunity to integrate new
knowledge into larger concepts through our purposeful learning environment, which includes
stimulating activities in continuous provision as well as bespoke enhanced provision activities which
meet the interests and individual needs of our children. Through this provision children embark on
an exciting learning journey right from their very first day in Reception.

Our curriculum provides a play-based and experiential learning environment, combined with
focussed teaching and basic skills, to ensure children make rapid progress before moving onto Year 1.
We use two pedagogical approaches: play-based learning and inquiry based learning. We also
adhere to the arching principles of both Reggio Emilia and Montessori. Please refer to the separate
section on pedagogy.

Children are provided with ample opportunities accessible in our indoor and outdoor provision. Our
EYFS classroom is open and free flowing with low-level learning spaces, allowing our children to
access their learning and exploration more freely. Equally there are many small, cosy areas where
children can explore and talk freely without the pressure of adult intervention.

Children engage in planned, focussed activities as well as self-initiated and free flow activities. The
learning experiences within our Early Years are linked to the seven areas of learning and
development within the EYFS. These areas are split into three prime areas and four specific areas.
The three prime areas are those which the children should develop first and are considered most
essential for the healthy development and future learning of our children. These include:

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development — involves providing opportunities for young
children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and
movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity,
and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
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Communication and Language — involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich
language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and
to speak and listen in a range of situations.

Physical Development — involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves,
and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social
skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in
groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.

As children grow and make progress in the prime areas, this will help them to naturally develop skills
within the four specific areas. These are:

Literacy — the early teaching of literacy involves encouraging children to link sounds and
letters and to begin to read and write. Children are given access to a wide range of reading
materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.

Mathematics — the early teaching of mathematics involves providing children with
opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using
numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and describing shapes,
spaces, and measures.

Understanding the World — this involves guiding children to make sense of their physical
world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about
people, places, technology and the environment.

Expressive Arts and Design — this involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide
range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for
sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music,
movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

Children benefit from meaningful learning across the curriculum and we plan resourcefully for
opportunities for communication, sustained shared thinking and physical challenge to build on
existing skills taking into account the Characteristics of Effective Learning. The characteristics are split
into three categories:

Playing and Exploring — engagement.
Active Learning — motivation.

Creating and Thinking Critically — thinking.

Flourishing Five

At Nutfield Church our aim is to create a learning environment and build relationships which support,
enhance and invite a child’s curiosity, confidence and individual competency to flourish regardless of
backgrounds, circumstances or needs. We aim to work collaboratively with parents and carers to
encourage independent, enthusiastic learners who thrive and reach their full potential. It is our
intent that children who enter our EYFS begin their lifelong learning journey by developing physically,
verbally, cognitively and emotionally whilst also embedding a positive attitude to school and a love of
learning.
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To ensure children make outstanding progress, it is our intent to ensure that every child has access to
a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum which prepares them for now and for the future in
terms of opportunities and experiences. Following personal interests, individual needs as well as
planning for new experiences allows us to plan and provide opportunities throughout our EYFS
curriculum to support learning and development and achieve their next steps.

Taking the seven areas of learning, Characteristics of Effective Learning and the four overriding
principles of EYFS into consideration, as well as our own research, we have developed ‘The
Flourishing Five.” The ‘Flourishing Five’ are the core principles which underpin our pedagogy.

Flourishing Five:
1. Engage in meaningful dialogue and conversations

“The child begins to perceive the world not only through his eyes but also through his speech"
Vygotsky

Ofsted’s briefing entitled, Education recovery in early years providers: spring 2022 looks at the
ongoing impact of the pandemic on education providers and highlights how it has affected children’s
communication, and personal, social and emotional development. The inspectorate reported that
early years providers said there had been a ‘regression in children’s independence and self-care
skills’, as well as delays in babies’ and children’s speech and language development. Children are
presenting with limited vocabulary and lack of confidence to speak, while babies are struggling to
respond to facial expressions, the report found.

Developing listening, comprehension and speaking skills is foundational in enabling children to
communicate and participate in society. The key findings of the Hart and Risley ‘32 million word
disparity’ research of the nineties state that children who hear more words, acquire more vocabulary
and language capabilities. In order to achieve this and in response to OFSTED’s findings on the
impact of the pandemic, we ensure that our children are learning in an environment rich with
language, with a focus on extending vocabulary and practising speech. Language is used repeatedly
in context and in a daily basis through songs, rhymes, stories, dialogue arising out of normal activities
and routines, commentary and one to one conversations.

Thinking Thursdays have introduced the concept of PAC to our children. Every Thursday children are
presented with an open-ended question which have no right or wrong answers, such as ‘Which is
worse losing your toy or missing your friend.” The children are encouraged to talk about the question
and register their response on a board. This activity helps to broaden children’s thinking processes,
to develop their speech and language skills, and to build confidence in their ability to express
themselves using words.

2. Develop social skills, independence and emotional literacy

The ability to recognise our emotions and to regulate them, to feel good about ourselves, to feel
confident and self-assured and to empathise, are indicators of healthy development. It is our role to
support children by understanding and co-regulating their behaviour, by being curious and asking,
‘What has happened to you?’ Children leave EYFS with self-confidence, the ability to follow
instructions, the ability to manage their own care routines such as dressing, eating and toileting, they
are able to make friends, negotiate, take turns and share. They are kind, caring and empathetic.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-recovery-in-early-years-providers-spring-2022/education-recovery-in-early-years-providers-spring-2022
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Our classroom encourages the development of independence. Children who are independent are
happier and more confident, and access new experiences more readily. Children put on their own
coats, they self-register in the morning, they serve themselves a snack and are able to choose what
they create, play and build with. All resources are readily accessible and easy to move to where they
want to play.

3. Develop a love of reading and writing
“We shouldn't teach great books; we should teach a love of reading."B. F. Skinner

We want children to develop a love of reading. We want them to understand that the printed word
has meaning and that stories are a powerful medium for communicating ideas, thoughts and
emotions. We want our children to develop phonetic awareness — the ability to hear and identify
different words and sounds. Our language-rich environment contains inspiring and informative
fiction and non-fiction books for all abilities. We share our love of books with individual children and
in groups using larger picture books and bags of confidence, drama and laughter! At Nutfield Church
School we place a strong emphasis on the development of Literacy. Through the engaging Essential
Letters and Sounds scheme, supported by a regular programme of individual and whole clss reading
sessions, we consistently achieve high standards in reading. More broadly, classrooms explore and
give weight to Literacy in its widest sense, and are active and busy centres of purposeful writing,
story crafting, debate, explanation and fantasy.

4. Develop a strong grounding in number to develop the necessary building blocks to excel
mathematically

At Nutfield Church School, we place a strong emphasis on the development of Numeracy. With
Mathematics, our practical approach also sets secure foundations at an early age, with concepts
mastered through doing and understood by means of practical application.

Children need repeated experiences that relate concepts to the real world. Opportunities for
developing mathematical knowledge arise every day during play and routines. Rhymes and action
songs introduce the concepts of number and counting. Counting, grouping items by characteristics,
exploring shape, capacity, size and number occur as part of our regular activities. By providing
frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using
manipulatives, including small objects and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop
a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition,
our curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across
all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important to us that children
develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot
connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make
mistakes.

5. Engage with the awe and wonder of life and new experiences
“There are no seven wonders of the world in the eyes of a child. There are seven million.”
Walt Streightiff

We support individual paths of discovery, providing space and opportunities to learn and experience
the richness of their world first hand. Every day is an opportunity to challenge, provoke, excite,
stimulate, teach and investigate together with our intrepid explorers.



NUTFIELD CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL
EYFS INTENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT

The key to igniting learning in young children is to grab their imaginations and tap into their natural
curiosity. By providing invitations to play that draw children in and encourage them to ask questions
and find answers will help to nurture higher-level thinking. Children are provided with the tools to
explore their own thinking with access to books, magazines and ‘investigation stations’. We
encourage the children to be ‘hands on’ rather than ‘hands off".

On Farm Fridays and during our daily Wellbeing + sessions children take their learning outside the
classroom and engage with our animals, grounds and wildlife area. The benefits of outdoor learning
in the early years are firmly recognised. Simply being outside in the fresh air improves health, social
and emotional wellbeing, improved immunity, sight, sensorial and hearing development, neuro and
physical development, and cognitive enhancement at a child’s unique pace. Children are innately
curious, driven learners who flourish if allowed to find out more about the world around them
through playful contact throughout the year. Investigative, imaginative and inventive STEM
possibilities are abound through a variety of natural materials providing authentic experiences.
Outdoor learning also nourishes opportunities for awe and wonder which allows each child to revisit
their fascinations and dispositions.

Through our philanthropic work within the community (Love Projects), we instil in our children the
values of appreciation, respect, tolerance, compassion, inclusion and acceptance.

Impact:

The experiences of the tasks and activities in our EYFS ARE demonstrated through children being
deeply engaged in play. Our children will grow to be confident, competent lifelong learners and good
citizens.

The children at Nutfield Church experience a smooth transition between Nursery, Reception and
beyond. Effective communication and collaboration ensure the children leave the EYFS with a solid
foundation of learning of which to build upon.

We measure progress and children’s learning across the year through formative and summative
assessment which are based on the teacher’s knowledge of the child, their learning journeys,
Tapestry, photographs and videos. We aim to exceed the National and Local Authority data for
children achieving Good Level of Development.

We carry out regular internal moderation sessions during staff meetings and EYFS staff attend
external meetings and training to ensure that we feel confident with our judgements and that these
judgements are consistent with a range of other settings. Assessment starts with careful
observations which are then used to inform planning. Learning and teaching is thus effective when
children feel a sense of belonging, curiosity and competence showing resilience and tenacity.

By monitoring assessment procedures regularly, we can effectively demonstrate what learning is
taking place and how each child is progressing in all seven areas of the EYFS curriculum. Progress
toward the ELGs will ensure a positive disposition to learn in KS1 and beyond.



NUTFIELD CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL
EYFS INTENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT

Pedagogical Approaches in Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at Nutfield Church Primary School.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a framework that sets standards for the learning,
development, and care of children from birth to five years old in England. The EYFS emphasises the
importance of pedagogy in early years and recognises that children learn best through play-based
experiences.

The different pedagogical approaches all center around the following key themes:

Learning through play

This is the idea that play is an essential part of early years education. It provides children with
opportunities to explore, experiment, and learn through their senses. Learning through play enables
children to engage in hands-on activities, make choices, and follow their interests.

Child-Centered

A child-centered approach recognises that every child is unique and has their own way of learning
and developing. This approach focus on building positive relationships with children, providing
personalised learning experiences, and valuing children’s interests and contributions.

Holistic Development

Holistic development refers to the idea that children’s physical, social, emotional, and cognitive
development are interconnected. Pedagogical approaches that support holistic development involve
providing children with opportunities to learn and grow in all these areas.

In the Early Years classroom at Nutfield Church Primary school we use two pedagogical approaches:
play-based learning and inquiry based learning.

Play is emphasised as a vehicle for learning and development which is split into two parts:

-Child-led learning, which involves following the child’s interests and supporting their learning in a
way that is child-centered.

-Adult-led learning, which involves providing more structured learning experiences guided by an
adult educator.

In our enhanced provision there is also a leaning towards Inquiry-Based Pedagogy. Inquiry-based
pedagogy involves teachers posing questions and problems to children and allowing them to explore
and discover the answers through hands-on experiences. This approach encourages children to ask
guestions, make predictions, and test their hypotheses.

We also adhere to the arching principles of both Reggio Emilia and Montessori.

The Reggio Emilia approach is a child-centred pedagogy that originated in Italy and emphasises the
importance of children’s creativity. This approach encourages children to express themselves
through a variety of mediums, including art, music, drama, dance, puppetry, and other forms of self-
expression. The Reggio Emilia approach recognises that children have many different ways of
learning and expressing themselves, and seeks to provide opportunities for children to develop their
skills and knowledge in a variety of ways.
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In our Early Years classroom this can be seen through the value and importance placed on Expressive
Arts and Design in our Early Years Curriculum. Children have free access to the art room, where they
can explore both guided and independent art tasks. The classroom has an outdoor stage, dressing-
up area and puppet theatre. Children have weekly music lessons where they learn how to appreciate
different types of genres as well as learning about beat, rhythm, tempo and how to play notes of
instruments such as the Glockenspiel. Literacy lessons always include an element of role-play, drama
and hot-seating. In the Autumn term, the children enjoy a performance of a traditional tale from a
local visiting theatre company. The ‘home corner, ’ ‘classroom shop’ and ‘small world area’ also seek
to develop children’s imaginations through familiar settings and play.

Montessori Approach

The Montessori approach, which originated in Italy in the early 20th century, sees children as far
more than just students. Maria Montessori, the founder of the Montessori approach, believed that
each child is a full and complete human being, with hopes, dreams, fears, emotions, and longings
that are just as valid as those of adults.

Montessori’s approach places a strong emphasis on the development of the whole child, recognising
that children need to be supported in their social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development in
order to thrive.

One of the key principles of the Montessori approach, which can be seen in our Early Years
classroom is that children are allowed to learn at their own pace and in their own way. This involves
providing them with hands-on learning experiences and encouraging self-directed learning, rather
than simply imparting knowledge to them. In adherence to the Montessori principles children are
given a great deal of independence and choice, within limits that are appropriate for their age and
development. By providing children with opportunities to make their own decisions and take
responsibility for their own learning, children develop in confidence, independence, and also
develop a love of learning. This can be seen clearly in our continuous provision. Our continuous
provision activities purposely do not change, which allows children to explore deeply over time.
These activities Include a Maths and Literacy area, as well as construction sites (both inside and out),
water and sand provision, Art room and a ‘Home Corner.” In free flow children can choose which
activity they want to do.

While there are set times in the day and week when the class teacher imparts knowledge as a class,
such as Phonics, Literacy, Maths, RE, PSED and Understanding the World lessons, the children are
always invited to explore this newly acquired knowledge through variety of activities themed around
these teaching inputs.



